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Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable and quiet life. His contentment is disturbed one

day when the wizard, Gandalf, and the dwarves arrive to take him away on an adventure. Smaug

certainly looked fast asleep, when Bilbo peeped once more from the entrance. He was just about to

step out on to the floor when he caught a sudden thin ray of red from under the drooping lid of

Smaug's left eye. He was only pretending to sleep! He was watching the tunnel entrance! Whisked

from his comfortable hobbit-hole by Gandalf the wizard and a band of dwarves. Bilbo Baggins finds

himself caught up in a plot to raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very

dangerous dragon...
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I just wanted to take the time to update anyone who is interested in purchasing this illustrated

edition of The Hobbit. As you probably know, there aren't many illustrated editions of the hobbit and

most that are illustrated aren't all that incredible. So far, my favorite edition has been the one by

Alan Lee. I must say, it's hard to top his work. Alan Lee really helped bring the story to life for me

when I first read this incredible adventure by Tolkien. However, because I believe that The Hobbit is

a tale directed at the hearts of children and adults that are young at heart, I believe that Jemima

Catlin's illustrated edition has topped even the great Alan Lee's. First off, the quality of this book is

excellent. The book has been wrapped in cloth so the book feels high quality and soft to the touch.

Also, the cover has a beautiful illustration from the book that includes carefully placed gold etching

on the leaves, title, and author's name. This really gives the book a nice luster and shine. The book



doesn't come with a book jacket and honestly I think that was smart based off of how high quality

the book feels and looks. It just doesn't need a cheap paper jacket to cover such a beautiful looking

book.The illustrations that are presented in the book are a thing of beauty. Not only are there a great

many (every two or three pages or so) but they are incredibly colorful and really pop when you look

at them. I do think the illustrator's style is to appear more colorful and simple at first glance, but at

the same time you will look at the illustrations carefully and see the amount of time and effort that

she put into this work. I love this style of simplicity and use of color.
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